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as the war destroyed in Europe. The luxury penthouses and the pretty
suburban homes, the cosy little city apartments of film, magazine and
advertising lore are certainly part of the United States; and many
dwellings are good, spacious and comfortable or at least adequate; but
the slums are still characteristic of the other America.

In one room twelve by twelve feet, ten people live and sleep, with
no sanitary facilities except a water faucet in the backyard. ... In a
four-room house sixteen to twenty-five people live with no sanitary
facilities. . . . Somewhere between 10 and 15 million Americans are
living in such slums. . . . Slums are growing like cancers, generally
ringing the central business districts of our cities and more or less
rapidly spreading outward with their truly terrible blight. ... It is a
national disgrace. . . . There is serious danger of an epidemic in this
area within a few blocks of the Capitol* These were not the words of
rebel-rousing radicals but of conservative Senators who, in April 1949,
had a look at a typical slum in the very shadow of the Capitol dome
of Washington and reported their findings to Congress.

One-fifth of the area of American cities is blighted, 'creating
tremendous health and social problems for 25 million people', the
ex-mayor of Memphis, Tenessee, told the United States Conference of
Mayors, 'The ill-housed one-fourth of one city's population produced
more than half of the tuberculosis cases each year and sent nearly 40
per cent of its mentally ill to state institutions', the New York Times
quoted the Surgeon General on November 27, 1949.

At least 39 per cent of city housing in the United States is "below
standard for minimum health and safety regulations5, stated the National

Housing Agency. 'More than 16 per cent is without running water-----

More than two-thirds has no inside private toilet. . . . Almost two-
thirds has dangerous or inadequate heating- . . . Almost half has
inadequate daylight or ventilation/

Housing conditions are no better in rural areas: 4 out of the 6|
million farm families were ill-housed, the National Committee on
Housing reported in 1946, and about 2 million farm families lived in
dwellings 'beyond repair'. Nearly three-quarters of all farm families,
according to 1948 data, had no bathtub or shower. Over one-half even
lacked kitchen sinks.

But early in 1949 the barely half-sufficient post-war building rate
began to fall, and 'for the first time since depression days, the specter
of rows of unsold new homes in key cities over the country has risen
to plague builders, despite continuing housing shortage9, the New
York Time* reported on February 24. For the cost of new homes is